
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The 2014 Summer issue of the USGFR Newsletter is 
available this year on our web site along with many 

other interesting tidbits, photos and other information 
relating to our latest golfing venue and future golfing 

venues. Go to www.usgfr.com 
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Presidentõs Message From Bill Durmer 

The 25 th  Tournament of the Hardy Golfers of USGFR 

Our 2014 Tournament was full of mirth and a great mix of warm    

fellowship, terrific golf treks, and accommodations right on the 

white sands of the Gulf of Mexico. The Perdido Beach Resort 

executed perfectly ς LΩƭƭ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

 

United States Golfing 

Fellowship of Rotarians 

We send our coƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ wƛŎƘ [ȅǘƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ нлмп ¦{DCw aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǎǎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΣ 

ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ bŜǿƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ нлмп aŜƴΩǎ bŜǘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿŜ 

congratulate Millie MacKenzie as the 2014 Gross Champion, and Liz Grulke as the 

2014 Net Champion. Hooray! 

Thanks to EƭŀƛƴŜ 5ǳǊƳŜǊ όƳȅ ǿƛŦŜύ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΦ 

She handled the budgets from the beginning, and during the Tournament she drove 

the non-golfers to fun tours ς thanks Sweetie. Jim Stewart, from the Foley Club, was 

our Tournament Director and MC of the awards evening. Thanks to you, Jim. 

We made some changes in the USGFR Executive Committee. Millie MacKenzie has 

finished 10 years as our Executive Secretary ς THANK YOU, Millie!!!!! ς and Jim Brock 

has taken on those big shoes. Denny Horack has jumped into the creation of the 

ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ bŀǘŜ bŀŘŜƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ς thanks Nate. Gary Hernandez will now be 

the Handicap Chair, previously was handled by Jim Brock. Jim Quinn has moved from 

Northwest Region to Southwest Region. 

We have 10 new Members who joined us in 

Gulf Shores. Dennis Guiser (Beverly) from IL, 

Peter Koukos (Peg) from IL, Ed Happ from SC, 

Shyam Kotwal (Suman) from FL, Peter Towne 

from SC, Don Forbes from NZ, Bill Tucker 

from SC, Peter Knudsen from ON, Canada, 

Mark Snow from KS and Ed Dowaschinski 

from SC. Welcome, Welcome. 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ 
This is my first newsletter, 
so be easy on me. 
However, if there were 
any omissions or errors, 
or if you have any 
suggestions please let me 
know. 

Denny Horack 
Cards4dh@comcast.net 

http://www.usgfr.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the elaboration from the 1st paragraph. We had a practice round on Monday (Penninsula). Then, 

on Tuesday, we played our first scoring 18 on the same course. Some of us had to cut short at 16 

holes as lightning started, and we RAN back to Perdido. Tuesday evening was heavy rain into 

Wednesday ɀ flooding rain 16 to 22 inches down. No Courses were open ɀ the Superintendents were 

strong at work to provide golf for Thursday ɀ yes (amazing)! Soooo, Perdido Beach Resort opened 

our lobby Hospitality room quite early, manned it, and we played Bingo for the afternoon. Their 

service was incredible. Thanks Perdido Beach Resort. 

,ÁÓÔÌÙȟ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÓÔÕÆÆ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȢ 'Ï ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ςπρυ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ɀ Right now! ɀ and circle 

the dates of May 16th to 20th for your Tournament at Hilton Head ɀ its our 26thȢ 7ÅȭÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ 

ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ  ÙÁȭÌÌ in South Carolina. 

In Fellowship, 

Bill Durmer ,  

President 

 

Greetings from your Executive Secretary, 

 Jim Brock 

Greetings to all Rotarian Golfers! 
I officially took over the Executive Secretary duties following our recently completed 2014 National 

Championship in Gulf Shores, Alabama. 

LΩƳ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ōƛƎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ aƛƭƭƛŜ aŀŎYŜƴȊƛŜΣ ƻǳǊ ŜȄŜŎǳǘive Secretary for 

the past ten years. On behalf of the Executive Committee and all USGFR members, I thank you for 

your dedicated service. Ten years in the position is truly Service Above Self! Millie, please know that 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭ нпκтΧL ƪƴƻǿ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

question after question for you. 

USGFR membership numbers are up slightly from a year ago: 301 members (168 lifetime members 

and 133 annual members) and the Fellowship finances remain steady from last year. 

¸ƻǳǊ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŘƛǾƛded the 

United States into three zones ς Eastern, Central and Western ς with three directors responsible for 

the northern, middle, and southern regions of each zone. Canada will remain divided into two zones 

ς Eastern and Western ς with a director responsible for each zone. Future tournaments will be 

rotated among the five zones. The reasoning for the change is to provide greater flexibility in finding 

suitable venues (and sponsoring clubs) for future national championships. In the United States three 

directions will also share the responsibility of overseeing upcoming tournaments within their zone.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Committee continues to seek members to step up and fill director positions. We 

currently have a vacancy in the north region of the Western zone. Jim Quinn formerly served as 

Northwest Director but has agreed to serve as the interim Southwest director until a permanent 

replacement is found. Directors Lawrence Severino (North Eastern) and Nate Naden (North Central) 

are remaining in their positions but also seeking replacements. Both have served long tenures with 

the USGFR. 

Congratulations to USGFR President Bill Durmer and wife Elaine for their organization of another 

outstanding National Championships. Held in beautiful Gulf Shores, Alabama, competitors got to 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŀƳǇŜn the 

outstanding USGFR Fellowship. Despite nearly 20 inches of rain in a 24-hour period, we only lost one 

day of competition. Thanks, Bill and Elaine, for your hard work and remarkable ability to make 

adjustments on the fly! 

If you were not able to be with us this year in Gulf Shores, I urge you to make plans now to join us at 

Hilton Head island, South Carolina, May 16th to 20th, 2015. Members of the Hilton Head Sunset Rotary 

Club are planning a wonderful event filled with outstanding golf, great tours and spectacular Rotary 

Fellowship. I hope to see a record crowd at Hilton Head! 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩs note 
I cannot start my first newsletter without giving a big thank you to Nate Naden for 

being the editor for a long time.  Iôve been to the last five venues and he was 

providing the notes probably before that trip to Lake Tahoe.  Donôt get all misty 

eyed, Nate, as you owe me.  This slick retired insurance guy really sold me on this 

job.  This is a big job.  I received about 400 photos from a variety of members and 

they were stored in my computer.  However, I had to get the help of a first grader to 

retrieve them and assemble them for this publication. 
 

Nate also told me to take notes.  Unfortunately I 

only took one note.   

 

After a long day of travel we finally arrived at 

The Perdido Beach Resort.  The staff checked 

Bobbi and me in with all the courtesies of the 

South.  They suggested that we go to the lounge 

and have a cool drink and relax while they had 

our luggage delivered to our room.  I noted that 

they served Ying Ling beer, which is supposed to 

be the oldest brew in America.  After a Ying Ling 

or two I was ready to start the 25
th

 Anniversary 

USGFR tournament. 
 

Denny Horack, Editor, and new grandfather to 
Clayton! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golfing Award Winners  

 

2014 Gross  National Champion 
Rich Lytle 

2014 Net National Champion 
Larry Newman 

 

aŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ  ІмΥ  1st  Nate Naden 
    2nd Frank Smith 
    3rd  Bob Blum 
aŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ  ІнΥ  1st   Bill Durmer 
    2nd Bruce Christensen 
    3rd Peter Knudsen 
aŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ  Іо Υ  1st  Jim Quinn 
    2nd Leo Lauzon 

3rd Dennis        John  
     Guise &    Reynolds

      
 
Net    1st Liz Grulke 
    
Gross    1st Millie MacKenzie 
   
 
Team Winners 1st  Rich Lytle & Peter Knudsen 
   2nd Nate Naden & Liz Grulke 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE USGFR VENUES 
2015 Hilton Head Island, South 

Carolina 
26th Annual USGFR National 

Championships 
May 16 ς 20, 2015 

Schedule 
Saturday, May 16th: Early Registration and 

directors meeting 
Sunday, May 17th: Registration, practice 

round, opening ceremonies 
Monday, May 18th: Golf (Oyster Reef), tour and 

fellowship at Sonesta 
Pavilion 

Tuesday, May 19th: Golf (Arthur Hills), tour and 
Free Night 

Wednesday, May 20th: Golf (Robert Cupp), tour, 
and Awards Banquet 

Sonesta Resort 
¶ Book by April 15th, 2015 

¶ Daily rate of $231 (includes breakfast for two) 
good for 3 days before and after tournament 
dates 

¶ Register Online at 
www.sonesta.com/hiltonheadisland 

¶ Enjoy the Arum Spa, Atlantic Ocean Beach, pool 
and hospitality 

Things to do on Hilton Head 
¶ Rose Hill Mansion and wine tasting 

¶ Cruise Calibogue Sound and dolphin watch 

¶ Visit Harbour Town, see the sights, shop and have 
lunch 

¶ Take a Gullah Tour and visit the Coastal Discovery 
Museum 

How to Get Here 
¶ Savannah or Hilton Head Island airports are 

minutes away 

¶ If coming by car, visit www.usgfr2015.com for 
detailed travel info 

¶  

Registration Options 
¶ 3-day golfer: $791  

¶ 2-day golfer: $676 

¶ Non-golfer: $617 
 

http://www.sonesta.com/hiltonheadisland
http://www.usgfr2015.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERDIDO BEACH AT A GLANCE: 

Sunday, April 27 , 2014  
This was arrival day for some and the 

directorsô dinner was that evening 

hosted by President Bill Durmer and his 

wife Elaine. 
 

�$���Y�L�F�D�U���Z�D�V���D���N�H�H�Q���J�R�O�I�H�U�����D�Q�G���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W��

help sneaking off to play a round one 

Sunday. An angel was watching hi m and 

�W�R�O�G���*�R�G�����´�/�R�R�N���D�W���W�K�H���S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U���G�R�Z�Q��

there, abandoning his duties to play golf on 

�D���6�X�Q�G�D�\�����+�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�X�Q�L�V�K�H�G���µ�� 

God agreed, and p romised to act. A few 

minutes la ter ,  the vicar hit a super hole -

in- one on a 350 yard hole. The angel was 

�D�Q�Q�R�\�H�G���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���W�R���*�R�G�����´�,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���\�R�X��

�Z�H�U�H���W�R���S�X�Q�L�V�K���K�L�P�����,�Q�V�W�H�D�G���K�H�·�V���M�X�V�W���K�L�W���D��

perfect hole - in- �R�Q�H���µ�����*�R�G���V�P�L�O�H�G���D�Q�G��

�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G�����´�7�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���² who can he 

�W�H�O�O�"�µ 


